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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1. Claim 5 recites the limitation "...a microprocessor within said housing...". There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Changing "Said housing" to "said first housing" or "said second housing" would 
avoid this rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims. 1 - 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,025,869 (Stas et al.). 

As to claim 1 , Stas et al. teaches a video signal timer switch 
(Telecommander 10 in Figure 1a), comprising, in combination: a 
television monitor (Unit 20 in Figure 1a), an incoming signal source; a 
video switch (Telecommander 10 in Figure 1a) interconnecting said 
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television monitor (Unit 20 in Figure 1a) and said signal source (Column 3, 
lines 19-22). 

Stas et al. also teaches said switch comprising: a housing 
comprising: a top, a bottom and four sides interconnecting said top and 
bottom (Unit 10 in Figure 1a). 

Stas et al. also teaches a control pad within said housing and 
protruding through said housing top (Unit 26 in Figure 1a). 

Stas et al. also teaches said pad being comprised of a plurality of 
keys adapted to enter codes and commands into the video switch 
(Column 3, lines 65 - 67, Column 4, lines 45 - 48, Column 7, lines 41 - 
42). 

Stas et al. also teaches a plurality of video input jacks each 
adapted to receive said incoming signal source (Column 3, lines 26 -27, 
Unit 424 in Figure 4). 

Stas et al. also teaches a video output jack (Unit 434 in Figure 4a) 
adapted to operatively connect said signal source to said television 
monitor (Column 3, lines 52 - 54). 

Stas et al. also teaches an electronic control input module (Unit 460 
in Figure 4) within said housing, said control module (Unit 460 in Figure 4) 
adapted to receive signals from said control pad (Column 7, lines 42 - 44), 
translate said signal into control signals and pass said control signals to a 
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microprocessor within the housing (Control in unit 438 in Figure 4, Column 
7, lines 53 - 59). 

Stas et al. also teaches a microprocessor (Unit 438 in Figure 4) 
within said housing (Unit 438 in Figure 4) and interconnected to said 
control module (Unit 460 in Figure 4), wherein said microprocessor (Unit 
438 in Figure 4) is adapted to receive said control signals from the control 
pad (Column 7, lines 53 - 59); an input switch (Unit 416 in Figure 4) within 
said housing interconnected to said microprocessor (Unit 438 in Figure 4), 
said input switch (Unit 416 in Figure 4) adapted to receive and select an 
incoming signal source (Column 6, lines 11-16). 

Stas et al. also teaches a video controller/combiner (Modulator 402 
in Figure 4) within said housing and interconnected to said microprocessor 
(Unit 438 in Figure 4), said input switch, and said video output jack (Unit 
434 in Figure 4a), said controller/combiner (Modulator 402 in Figure 4) 
adapted to interconnect said incoming signal source with said television 
monitor (Figure 4). The interconnection is made possible by way of bus 
404 in Figure 4. 

As to claim 2, see rejection of claim 1 and note that Stas et al. also 
teaches a video signal timer switch further comprising: programming 
means within said microprocessor wherein said programming means 
allots an amount of time in which said video controller/combiner 
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interconnects said incoming signal source with said television monitor 
(Column 8, lines 23 - 27, Column 8, lines 53 - 57). 

As to claim 3, see rejections of claims 1 and 2 and note that Stas et 
al. also teaches a video signal timer switch wherein: said programming 
means includes means for displaying visual indicia on said television 
monitor (Column 8, lines 23 - 27). 

As to claim 4, see rejections of claims 1 , 2, and 3, and note that 
Stas et al. also teaches a video signal timer switch wherein: said video 
controller/combiner includes means for combining said visual indicia with 
said incoming signal source (Input connections of Modulator 402 in Figure 
4). Modulator 402 receives inputs from the graphics generator (Column 7, 
lines 19-22) and also receives video signal from cable box 408 in Figure 
4 where the signal is routed from RF switch 404 to modulator 402 (Column 
6, lines 18-19). Therefore, Video controller/combiner (Modulator 402 in 
Figure 4) combines signals generated from the graphics processor and 
video signals from cable box. 

As to claim 5, Stas et al. teaches a video signal timer switch 
(Telecommander 10 in Figure 1a), comprising, in combination: a television 
monitor (Unit 20 in Figure 1a); an incoming signal source; a video switch 
(Telecommander 10 in Figure 1a) interconnecting said television monitor 
(Unit 20 in Figure 1a) and said signal source (Column 3, lines 19 - 22). 
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Stas et al. also teaches a switch comprising: a first housing 
comprising: a top, bottom, and for sides interconnecting said top and 
bottom. 

Stas et al. also teaches a control pad within said first housing and 
protruding through said first housing top, said pad being comprised of a 
plurality of keys adapted to entering codes and commands into the video 
switch (Figure 2a). 

Stas et al. also teaches an infrared transmitter within said first 
housing, electronically connected to said control pad, and having means 
along one of said sides for transmitting an infrared signal (Figure 2c, 
Column 4, lines 61 - 67, Column 5, lines 5-13). 

Stas et al. also teaches a second housing comprising: a top, 
bottom, and four sides interconnecting said top and bottom (Unit 10 in 
Figure 1a). 

Stas et al. also teaches a plurality of video input jacks each of 
which is adapted to receive said incoming signal source (Column 3, lines 
26 -27, Unit 424 in Figure 4). 

Stas et al. also teaches a video output jack adapted to operatively 
connect said signal source to said television monitor (Column 3, lines 52 - 
54); an infrared receiver within said second housing, and having means 
along one of said sides for receiving an infrared signal (Column 6, lines 4 
-6). 
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Stas et al. also teaches an electronic control input module (Unit 460 
in Figure 4) within said second housing and electronically connected to 
said infrared receiver, said control module (Unit 460 in Figure 4) adapted 
to receive signals from said control pad (Column 7, lines 42 - 44) through 
said infrared transmitter and said infrared receiver (Column 6, lines 4 - 6), 
translate said signals into control signals and pass said control signals to a 
microprocessor (Unit 438 in Figure 4) within the second housing (Control 
in unit 438 in Figure 4, Column 7, lines 41 - 44,53 - 59). 

Stas et al. also teaches a microprocessor (Unit 438 in Figure 4) 
within said housing and interconnected to said control module (Unit 460 in 
Figure 4), wherein said microprocessor (Unit 438 in Figure 4) is adapted to 
receive said control signals from said control module (Unit 438 in Figure 
4); an input switch (Unit 416 in Figure 4) within said second housing and 
interconnected to said microprocessor (Unit 438 in Figure 4), said input 
switch (Unit 416 in Figure 4) adapted to receive and select an incoming 
signal source (Column 6, lines 11 - 16); 

Stas et al. also teaches a video controller/combiner (Modulator 402 
in Figure 4) within said second housing and interconnected to said 
microprocessor (Unit 438 in Figure 4), said input switch (Unit 416 in Figure 
4), and said video output jack (Unit 434 in Figure 4a), said 
controller/combiner adapted to interconnect said incoming signal source 
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with said television monitor (Figure 4). The interconnection is made 
possible by way of bus 404 in Figure 4. 

As to claim 6, see rejection of claim 5 and note that Stas et al. also 
teaches a video signal timer switch further comprising: programming 
means within said microprocessor wherein said programming means 
allots an amount of time in which said video controller/combiner 
interconnects said incoming signal source with said television monitor 
(Column 8, lines 23 - 27, Column 8, lines 53 - 57). 

As to claim 7, see rejections of claims 5 and 6 and note that Stas et 
al. also teaches a video signal timer switch wherein: said programming 
means includes means for displaying visual indicia on said television 
monitor (Column 8, lines 23 - 27). 

As to claim 8, see rejections of claims 5, 6, and 7, and note that 
Stas et al. also teaches a video signal timer switch wherein: said video 
controller/combiner includes means for combining said visual indicia with 
said incoming signal source (Input connections of Modulator 402 in Figure 
4). Modulator 402 receives inputs from the graphics generator (Column 7, 
lines 19-22) and also receives video signal from cable box 408 in Figure 
4 where the signal is routed from RF switch 404 to modulator 402 (Column 
6, lines 18-19). Therefore, Video controller/combiner (Modulator 402 in 
Figure 4) combines signals generated from the graphics processor and 
video signals from cable box. 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wai Lam whose telephone number is (571) 272-2827. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 0 \ L 




